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MY LORDS AND CENTLEMEN, 


T is with peculiar pleaſure that I con- 
1 gratulate you on an occaſion ſo highly 
- honourable to your loyalty and public 
virtue; when you have teſtified to the 
world, that, however ſome may be miſled 
by prejudice, or deluded by the artifices 
of faction, the majority, a great majority, 
of the Britiſh nation will ever be actuated 
by a true regard for the intereſt and con- 
ſtitutional rights of their country. 

At ſo extraordinary a.criſis of public af- 
fairs, I am fully perſuaded you will par- 
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don my officiouſneſs, ſhould I crave your 
attention, for a few minutes, to a ſubje& 
that has already been ſo much agitated as 
the American diſpute, and on which your 
ſeptiments are decided. My delign is, to 
enter on a general review of the principal 
arguments which have been urged in de- 
fence of the colonies, taking likewiſe a 
retroſpe& of the origin and progreſs of 
the conteſt, together with the motives 
and intrigues of thoſe who have excited 
and fomented this unnatural diviſion, and 
the conduct of adminiſtration from the 
commencement of the diſturbances to the 
preſent time. By ſuch an extenſive ſur- 
vey, the rectitude of your application to 


the throne will be clearly evinced to thoſe 


who have either deviated from your ex- 
ample in the ſtrain of their addreſſes, or 
have hitherto with-helda public declaration 
of their ſentiments. 

I acknowledge I went early into an ex- 
amination of the merits of this tedions con- 


troverſy, and have attentively peruſed all 
that 
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that has been written on the ſubject. 1 
may therefore preſume to ſay, that my 
opinion is neither the offspring of indo- 
lent acquieſcence, nor of partial or preju- 
diced enquiry, but the reſult of a judg- 
ment unconſcious of any other attachment 


than to reaſon and truth, or of any more 


private conlideration than the general in- 
tereſt of the Britiſ empire. Of the ar- 
guments advanced in this diſpute, how- 
ever, I ſhall treat very briefly; as the 


ſubject has already undergone ſo frequent 


diſcuſſion, and the conteſt muſt be de- 


| cided by other means than a cool appeal to 


the underſtanding. 
If we recur to the firſt principles of 


polity, we ſhall find there is no propo- 
ſition more ſelf- evident or certain, than 


that every ſlate muſt be governed by a ſu- 
preme power, whoſe authority is uncon- 
troulable and unlimited. In the Britiſh 


government this power reſides with the 


three eſtates of Parliament, to the juriſ- 
dickion of which political body every ſub- 
B 2 ject 
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ject in the realm owes implicit ſubmiſſion 
and obedience. To ſuppoſe that the 
power of this legiſlative aſſembly is not 
abſolute, or that its authority may be le- 
gally reliſted, would be admitting an aſ- 
ſertion directly contradictory to an uncon- 
| trovertible axiom, and conſequently be ab- 
| ſurd. The ſupremacy of the Britiſh le- 
| giſlature over the colonies is therefore a 


truth as clearly evinced as that of any ma- 4 
thematical theorem. 3 
The Americans affect to admit the au- 1 


thority of parliament in the enacting of 
coercive, regulating, and penal laws, but 
deny that it extends to the impoſing of 


| | taxes on the colonies. In other words, | 1 
1 they affirm that a ſupremacy in its nature f 
). abſolutely unbounded, is nevertheleſs ſubs | | 
. ject to limitation! 
: | The ground of this allegation is, that 3 


the coloniſts are not repreſented in the | 
legiſlative aſſembly, as they ſend no mem- 
bers to the houſe of commans, Ta | 
this argument it is ſufhcient to reply, 
that 


- 


3 


that in Britain a greater number of the 
inhabitants than America at preſent con- 
tains, are exactly in the ſame ſituation. 
But they endeavour to ſupport the 
equity of their claim by urging that the 
counties palatine of Cheſter, Durham, and 
Lancaſter, upon complaining of being 
taxed by parliament while they were not 
repreſented, obtained from the legiſlature 
that privilege. To this it may be an- 
ſwered, that inſtances of indulgence are 
no proof of the expediency of complying 
with future pretenſions. If the coloniſts, 
however, were really aggrieved, why did 
they not, like thoſe counties, in a dutiful 
and conſtitutional manner apply to parlia- 
ment for redreſs? It belongs to the le- 
gillature alone in very ſtate, to judge of 
the alledged grievances of any part of the 


community: and though precedents be of 
weight in the deciſions of judicature, 


they are of no authority in political de- 
liberations, where the general good of 
the empire and the ſafety of the conſti- 
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tution are the important objects of re- 
gard. ths” 
The conſtitution of Ireland has alſo 
been cited in favour of the American 


claim ; but with no leſs impropriety than- 


the counties juſt now mentioned. It 
would be unneceſſary here to enter into a 
diſcuſſion of the queſtion, Whether Ire- 
land is not ultimately controulable by the 


Britiſh parliament ? All I at preſent con- 
tend for is, that, anterior to the firſt emi- 


gration of our coloniſts, it was permitted 


the exerciſe of its own internal legiſlation; 
and that there is no parallel between the 


mode of conne Sion by which the Iriſh 


and American territories are attached to 


the crown of Great Britain. The former of 


thoſe dominions, notwithſtanding its prox- 
imity in point of fituation to this iſland, 


remains hitherto a ſeparate kingdom; 


but the latter, though divided from us by 
the Atlantic ocean, is virtually a part of 
this realm; neither annexed by conqueſt, 
nor ceded by treaty, but originally occu- 
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1 
pied by ſubjects of England, under the 
ſanction of the Engliſh legiſlature; and 
the right of its total dependence, ſo long 
as it remains in our poſſeſſion, perhaps un- 
alienable even by that authority. In con- 
fir mation of the reputed unity of the co- 
lonies with Great Britain, let it be further 
remarked, that, though the ſovereign be 
denominated King of Ireland, it was ne- 
ver yet expreſſed among the royal titles, 
that he was King of the Provinces in 
America. 8 

In fact, when the Americans aſſert the 


. Inherent right of impoſing their own 


taxes, they no longer maintain the con- 
ſtitution of this country, but would erect 


to themſelves a model of it. Even their 


fanatical demagogues appear to be ſen- 


ſible of the invalidity of the ground on 


which their pretenſions are founded; and 
what cannot be maintained on any prin- 
ciple of reaſon, they endeavour to confirm 
by the alledged authority of excluſive pri- 
vilege. To ſhelter themſelves from the ſu- 
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preme authority of parliament, thoſe de- 


clared aſſertors of liberty have not heſitated 
to aſcribe to the crown, a prerogative eſſen- 
tially repugnant to freedom, and totally 
incompatible with the genius of the Britiſh 
conſtitution. They have appealed to their 
charters as evidence for an exemption 
which no king of England had ever the 
power to confer, at leaſt without the con- 
currence of the two other eſtates of the 
leziſlature. Had ever ſuch charters really 
been granted, as thoſe which are ſaid to 
convey to the American provinces the full 
invelliture of incontroulable legiſlative au- 
thority, they would be, 7þ/o fafo, abſo- 
lutely null and void. But the truth is, no 
ſuch documents ever exiſted. The Ame- 
rican charters have been granted at differ- 
ent times, in various circumſtances, and 
the tenor of them is not uniformly the 
ſame. Without entering into a particular 
recital, I ſhall only obſerve, that, in ſome, 
the ſupremacy of the Engliſh parliament 
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is aſſerted in poſitive terms; while in 
others, it is tacitly comprehended, by 
undeniable implication. But, indepen- 
dent of every intrinſic evidence, the con- 
ſtruction of thoſe charters cannot poſſibly 
be any other than ſuch as is alone conſiſtent 
with the limited power from which they 
derive their authority; and upon this fun- 
damental principle, the ſupremacy of par- 
liament is eternally an object of reſerv- 
ation. For the repeated inſtances in which 
it has not only been exerted, but impli- 
citly recognized, I refer to the hiſtory of 
the colonies ; from whence it will clearly 
appear, that, as no prerogative of the 
Britiſh legiſlature is more firmly eſtab- 
liſhed, ſo none has been more invariably 
acknowledged, or univerſally underſtood, 
than her indefeaſible juriſdiction over her 
colonies, in all the operations of ſupreme 
power. It is a propoſition neceſſarily re- 
ſulting from the nature of government, 
and fortified by the moſt immoveable prin= 
ciples of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
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I Mall now conſider, in a few words; 


the. policy -and expediency of exerting 
the right of taxation in the particular 


caſe which 1s the ground of the preſent. 


controverſy. 
In a ſtate where property was equally 
divided among the different members of 


the community, an equitable aſſeſſment 
for the ſupport of government would of 


courſe affect every individual in the ſame 
determinate degree. But the infinite di- 
verſity of circumſtances which prevails 


among a civilized people, would render 


ſuch a taxation as was univerſally equal, 
extremely diſproportionate in its effects on 
a numerous ſociety, and will therefore be 


ever excluded from the reſources of a juſt 


and wiſe legiſlature. In a wide extended 
empire, likewiſe, which ſpreads over cli- 
mates of various temperature, whoſe prp- 
ductions are conſequently different, and 
where different modes of life are obſerved, 
a tax on the ſame commodity will either 


not prove univerſal or muſt alſo affect 


the 
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the ſubjects in widely diſproportionate de- 
grees. Thoſe inconveniencies, however, 

are reſtricted chiefly to internal taxation. 
For, with reſpect to that which is levied 
on imports from à foreign country, eſpe- 
cially when the ſubject of the impoſt is 
an article of general conſumption, but of 
various prices, ſuitable to the circumſtances 
of the purchaſer, the diſproportion of the 
tax is much leſs conſiderable; and this is 
the caſe in regard to tea, Which has been 
the ground of diſpute with America. 
Let me add, that the very trifling amount 
of this impoſt renders the policy of the 
meaſure totally unimpeachable, conſidered 
either as affecting the inhabitants of Ame- 
rica, or the intereſt of commerce. 

To determine the expediency of this 
obnoxious impoſt, it is neceſſary to take 
a view of the public burthens of the na- 
tion, and the comparative ſtate of Great 
Britain and America with reſpect to the 
proportion of their taxes. At preſent, 
thc national debt, I believe, is about one 
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1% 
hundred and forty millions; of which the 
greater part was incurred in the cauſe of 
thoſe very people who make ſo grateful a 
return for our protection. That we con- 
tinue to be loaded with a multiplicity of 
taxes, is too generally felt and acknow- 
ledged to ſtand in need of any proof. 
Nor, indeed, is it poſſible, in ſuch a ſitu- 
ation, that the caſe ſhould be otherwiſe. 
Not to enter into a detail of the revenue 
accruing to government from our Ame- 
rican commerce, it is ſufficient to obſerve, 


that the aid afforded from that quarter is 


very inconſiderable, either in proportion 
to our own domeſtic taxes, the opulence 
of the colonies, or the ſhare which, as 
ſo great a part of the Britiſh dominions, 


they ought to contribute to the ſupport of 


the civil and other eſtabliſhments of the 
nation; under which they have enjoyed 
conſtant protection, and riſen to ſuch a de- 
gree of proſperity. 

Upon the whole, the act of the legiſ- 
lature, reſpecting the tax in queſtion, ap- 
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pears to be fully authoriſed by every con- 
ſideration both of policy and expediency ; 
unleſs we can deem it impolitic to main- 
tain the exiſtence of government, and 
inexpedient to alleviate the local preſſure 
of the public incumbrances, by a more 
equitable diffuſion of the burthen among 

the ſubjects of the empire. | 
We may now dete& the falſchood of 
thoſe who unjuſtly impute the origin 
of the war in America to the tyranny 
or miſconduct of adminiſtration. It has 
been briefly ſhewn, that the ſupremacy 
of parliament over tne colonies, ſo far 
from being founded in uſurpation, is 
a prerogative neceſſarily exiſting in the 
nature of government; that it is fixed 
upon the firmeſt and moſt eſſential 
baſis of the conſtitution; that the ſup- 
poſition of its being ideal involves the 
groſſeſt abſurdity in politics; and that it 
has been exerciſed in various inſtances, 
without ever having been hitherto con- 
{idered as an unwarrantable exertion of 
power. 
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power. It has been further evinced, that, in 


the preſent incumbered ſituation” of this 
country, the laying a tax on the colonies 
was a meaſure, not only perfectly equitable, 
but highly expedient, that the article on 
which it was to be levied is peculiarly 
well adapted to become the ſubject of a 
general impoſt; and that the tax was in 
itſelf ſo inconſiderable that the payment 
of it could be productive of no incon- 
venience or oppreſſion. Shall we then 
impute to adminiſtration, as a fault, a 
conduct which was diftated by the moſt 
laudable motives, and juſtified by the con- 
currence of every circumſtance that could 
eſtabliſh its national utility ? I will be bold 
to affirm, that the American rebellion, 


though nominally an eventual conſequence 


of the propoſed taxation, never in reality 
derived its origin from that cauſe. The 
tax was deviſed in the cabinet ; but it 
was chiefly by thoſe men who, on account 
of their imbecillity, had been excluded 


from that envied ſcene of public life, that 
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oppoſition to the meaſure was firſt excited 
into action. While, to the irreparable 
misfortune of their country, themſelves 
governed, or rather miſgoverned, the af- 
fairs of the nation, they had, from pal- 
pable puſillanimity, and ſuggeſtions of 
the moſt abject policy, repealed an act of 
the legiſlature, which, to whatever ob- 
jections it might be liable, was never com- 
plained of hy the colonies as having been 
impoſed by an unconſtitutional authority. 
From this fatal epoch the Americans be- 
gan to view themſelves in a light of ſu- 


perior importance. They had, by dint 


of clamour, obtained from the Britiſh mi- 
niſtry an impolitic conceſſion, which, con- 
ſidered as a precedent, afforded a moſt 
pernicious example of the facility of par- 


liament; and they hoped, on any ſimilar 
occaſion that might. afterwards occur, to 


purſue the plan of intimidation with equal 
ſucceſs. A diſpoſition in the colonies ſo 


favourable to the views of domeſtic faction, 
failed not to be improved by that party who 
were 
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were now removed from the helm of g6= 
government, and were deſirous of thwart- 
ing every meaſure of their ſucceſſors, 
though at the expence of the tranquillity 
of the nation. The paſling of the Tea 
Act, however expedient and equitable, 
was embraced by theſe men as a con- 


venient opportunity for indulging the re- 
ſentment inſpired by diſappointed ambi- 


tion ; and accordingly every art, which 
falſehood could invent, or malevolence 
ſuggeſt, was now put in practice in or- 
der to overturn adminiſtration, Void of 
conſiſtency as of principle, it was no re- 
ſtraint upon their conduct, that them- 
ſelves had formerly maintained, by the 
Declaratory Act, the unlimited ſupremacy 
of parliament, againſt which both they 
and their partizans now ſo furiouſly de- 
claimed. While they railed at the mea- 
ſures of government, they inſtigated the 
coloniſts to open revolt; and they de- 
luded their credulity, while they were 
flattering their pride with inſolent pane- 

| gyrics 


a. 
pyrics on American ſpirit and reſolution. 
Not content with pouring forth their ma- 
lignant rhapſodies in the ſenate, they have 
laboured, though happily without effect, 
to ſpread riot and diſcontent over the na- 
tion. But beyond the Atlantic their ma- 
chinations have proved more ſucceſsful. 
It is an undoubted fact, that, by the arts 
and emiſſaries of this deſperate party, ſuch 
falſe accounts have been induſtriouſly pro- 
pagated in America, reſpecting a diſtracted 
ſituation of the Britiſh government, as 

can hardly be mentioned with gravity. 
Theſe are the men who have diſſemi- 
nated the ſeeds of rebellion in the co- 
lonies, and whoſe peſtilential breath has 
kindled the flame of civil diſcord. Theſe 
are the men who, under the maſk of pa- 
triotiſm, have abetted the moſt atrocious 
violation of the laws and conſtitution of the 
ſtate; and who would facrifice to their own 
ambition and emolument the intereſt, the 
dignity, the happineſs, and rights of their 
country. Would they diſclaim the calamity 
D in 
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in which they have involved the empire; 
would they waſh their hands from the 


guilt of that blood which, by their 


means, already has been, and may here- 
after be ſpilt in the preſent war, let them 
at length unite in extinguiſhing the 
flame they have excited, and ſeek to atone 
by ſincere contrition, for ſuch acts of de- 
linquency as in other times could not be 
expiated without the moſt rigorous ex- 
ertion of public juſtice. 

But quitting this ingrateful ſubject, I 
ſhall now take a curſory view of the con- 
duct of adminiſtration, reſpecting Ame- 
rica, from the commencement of the diſ- 
turbances in that country. 

When by the moſt outrageous violation 
of public order, the people of Boſton had 
deſtroyed the tea belonging to the Eaſt 
India Company, and committed various 
other acts of riot, the firſt ſtep taken by 
the miniſter, was to bring into parliament 
a bill for ſhutting up the port of that 
town, till the Company ſhould be indem- 

nified 
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nified for the loſs they had ſuſtained, and 
the rioters return to their duty. Nothing 
cauld be more conſiſtent either with juſ- 
tice, lenity, or prudence, than this mea- 
fare, which however produced no effect. 
The people of Maſſachuſett's Bay contu- 
macioully perſiſted in the defiance and abo- 
lition of all civil authority ; and the ſpirit 
of revolt ſoon ſpread through ſeveral other 
provinces. A ſecond bill was brought 
into parliament by the fame illuſtrious 
perſon, coercive in its nature, as the for- 
mer; by which all thoſe diſtricts were 
prohibited from fiſhing en the banks of 
Newfoundland. Such was the obſtinacy 
of the colonifts, that this alſo was pro- 
ductive of no effect. I cannot here paſs 
over, unnoticed, the violent oppoſition 
made to this meaſure in both houſes of 
parliament, by thoſe who fomented the 
American revolt; as it ſhews in ſtriking 
colours the weak and diſingenuous argue 
ments, to which the ſpirit of party will 
induce its votaries to have recqurſe. What 
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hoecible ſcenes of miſery and famine did 
they not pretend to anticipate ! Heaven 
and earth were moved to Prepare the 
atrocious idea. 

Nearly about the ſame time, the mi- 
niſter preſented to the Houſe a con- 
ciliatory propoſal, that paſſed into a re- 
ſolution, the ſubſtance of which was, 
that the ſeveral provinces ſhould tax them- 
ſelves, after what manner they judged 
moſt proper, in ſuch a ſum as might be 
approved by parliament. Reaſonable as 
we muſt acknowledge this propofal to be, 
it was treated by the coloniſts with that 
contemptuous infolence which has uni- 
formly marked their whole behaviour. 
From tumultuary acts of outrage they 
proceeded to open hoſtilities, till at length 


they have formally reared the ſtandard of 


rebellion. 

When we view this American com- 
motion at the height it has ſo rapidly 
attained, it might ſeem to be one of thoſe 
political convulſions which -precede revo- 
| utions 


ve. 
lutions in government, and are uſually 
the reſult of ſome extraordinary change 
in the manners and circumſtances of a 
people. But, on the other hand, when 
we conſider its frivolous origin, and the 
apparent inſufficiency of the cauſe to pro- 
duce firm and momentous refolutions, we 
ſhould pronounce it to be only a tranſient 
deluſion of the multitude, excited by a few 
deſperate and ſelf- intereſted individuals. 


Iliacos intra muros peccatur, et extra. 


Its progreſs may be clearly traced from 
the ſource of thoſe civil diſſenſions, 


which have unhappily for ſome years 
diſturbed the government of this country. 
Hence has ariſen a relaxation of public 
order, and a contempt of legal authority. 
The ſpirit of licentiouſneſs being once 
rouſed, it was eaſy for the abettors of 
ſedition to ſupport and diffuſe its influence, 
among thoſe whom a congeniality of tem- 
perament rendered ſuſceptible of the con- 
tagion, The peccant humours, like the 

peſ- 
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peſtilence of Egypt or Smyrna, were ex- 
ported in every veſſel that croſſed the At- 
lantic ocean; and the train which was laid 
in the capital communicated the ferment 
to the provinces. 

I know of no example in hiſtory where 
a people ever ſucceſsfully embarked in 
rebellion, on determined principles, un- 
der the pretext of ſupporting thgir liberty, 
when they felt no real grievance, and had 
not previouſly ſought ſecurity, by a con- 
ſtitutional mode of procedure, againſt 
ſuch as they only beheld in ideal appre- 
henſion. The ſpirit of genuine liberty, 
though bold and invincible, is temperate 
and generous, diſdaining the ſallies of riot, 
and indulgence of exceſs. 

It will be urged that the Americans 
have already, in ſome meaſure, formed a 


ſyſtem of government; and that their 


ardour has ſubſiſted beyond the natural 
period of a tumultuary commotion, But 
let it be remembered, that this ſyſtem is 
only of a military kind, oppreſſive in its 

na- 
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nature even to thoſe who are the means of 
its ſupport, and founded entirely on the 
precarious bafis of popular enthuſiaſm ; 
which is itſelf, in the preſent caſe, the off- 
ſpring of pride, a paſſion that is quickly 
humbled by the preſſure of misfortune. 
After all, if, in the courſe of this con- 
teſt, the ſucceſs of the Americans ſhould 
belye the teſtimony of experience, as 
much as their arguments are contradictory 


to the evidence of reaſon, which it is not 


to be ſuppoſed will ever happen; they 
would, probably, from the moment of 


their independence on Britain, become the 


perpetrators of their own deſtruction. 
When the reciprocal attachment and en- 
thuſiaſm of the ſeveral provinces, which had 
been maintained amidſt their united la- 
bours in the common cauſe, ſhall be 
weakened by time; when the diviſion of 
their governments, and the variety of 
their ſeparate intereſts, ſhall have diſlocated 
the junction of their preſent confederacy ; 
when the conſtitution of each province 


ſhall 


( 24 1 
ſhall remain unconſolidated, and they all 
ſhall be affected with the inſtability of de- 
mocratical aſſociations; when inteſtine 
broils ſhall ſucceed to ſocial harmony; 
and when foreign enemies ſhall ſeize 
the opportunity of invaſion; then will 
the froward coloniſts be moved with the 


throbs of filial penitence. They will 
caſt over the Atlantic an imploring eye 
to their indulgent and forſaken mother- 
country, to which they are indebted for 
all their proſperity and greatneſs; which 
fondly nurſed their infancy, which la- 
viſhed her blood in their ſupport, and 
which groans under the weight of in- 
cumbrances accumulated chiefly in their 
protection. 

I depreciate not the importance of the 
Americans, I hold not their valour in 
contempt 3 though I deteſt the rancour 
with which they are aCtuated, and com- 
paſſionate the weakneſs of their infa- 
tuation. But I compaſhonate yet more 
the ſtate of thoſe who have reſiſted the 

de- 
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Heftruive contagion, who are conſtrained 
to be reluctant ſpeQators of the popular 
fury, and are at this moment ſighing 
with unavailing ſorrow, under the com- 
plicated horrors of public anarchy and 
private diſtreſs. That ſuch is the ſituation 
of many in the revolted provinces is an 
unqueſtionable fat; and it is far from 
being a groundleſs ſuſpicion, that a conſi- 
derable number even of thoſe who have fol- 
lowed- the provincial banners, are ex- 
tremely lukewarm in the cauſe of Ame- 
rican independence. Where neither an 
acquieſcence in the ſupremacy of the Bri- 
tiſh legiſlature, nor a neutrality, can be 
ſafely avowed, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that a prudential diſſimulation of ſenti- 


ment is not an unfrequent recourſe. We 


may likewiſe preſume that many, on 
account of the interruption of labour and 
mechanical employment, will reſort to the 
camp for the means of temporary ſubſiſt- 
ence, who either ate totally diſintereſted 
in the diſpute, or even ſecretly condemn 
the rebellion, 5 
E Two 
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Two arguments urged by the advocates 
for America deſerve to be remarked. One 
is, that Britain has engaged in a war 


with her colonies merely in ſupport of 
chimerical dignity ; and the other, that 
the obnoxious tax is too trifling an object 
to juſtify the proſecution of hoſtile mea- 
ſures. I ſhall firſt conſider the former. 
If by Dignity they underſtand the au- 
thority of the legiſlature, I know not any 
object of greater importance in the whole 
compaſs of human ſociety. It is by the 
uncontroulable exertion of that great prin- 
ciple alone that every government is 
maintained ; and wherever the power of 


enforcing obedience to the laws is abo- 


liſhed, anarchy immediately takes place; 
which is probably indeed the mode of life 
moſt agreeable to American diſpoſitions, 


The ſupport of the dignity here deſcribed 


is the moſt eſſential object of the preſent 
diſpute with the colonies : but there is 
another ſpecies of dignity likewiſe deeply 
intereſted in the conteſt, and which, 
though not ſo intimately united with the 

idea 
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idea of authority as the former, is how- 


ever ſo cloſely allied, as hardly to be ſe- 
parated from it. Nay, ſuch is the in- 


fluence of this kind of dignity on the bulk 


of mankind, that fome of the greateſt 


monarchies in the world have ſubſiſted 


upon no other principle. 

With reſpect to the tax, I readily ac- 
knowledge that it is a trifling ſum: but 
ſurely this is a ſtrange argument for 
juſtifying an oppoſition to its being le- 
vied. If it is thought unſuitable to Ame- 
rican dignity, the remedy is too obvious 
to be mentioned. 

But it has been told us by the delegates 
at the continental congreſs, that this tax 
was only a prelude to more grievous im- 
poſitions of the ſame kind; adminiſtration 
having determined on the total ſubverſion 
of American liberty, and even of that 


of Britain; of which we are adviſed to 


beware. Under the ſpecious form of a 


cautionary admonition, this allegation, 


when fairly developed, will be found to 
involve the moſt impudent, falſe, and in- 
E 2 jurious 
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zurious libel that ever was invented, on 
the virtue, liberality, public ſpirit, and 
underſtanding of the whole Britiſh nation. 
In the firſt place, we are hereby in- 
formed, that a ſovereign, the moſt ami- 
able, gracious, and benevolent that ever 
ſwayed the ſceptre of any kingdom ; who, 
in early youth, when the human heart 
is extremely ſuſceptible of the charms of 
uncontrouled authority, facrificed to the 
liberty of the nation a moſt important 
prerogative of the crown; not extorted 
by violence, as the Charter of Runny- 
mede; nor obtained by tacit ſtipulation, as 
the Bill of Rights ; but ſpontaneouſly re- 
ſigned by a prince ſecure on his throne, 
and high in the affection of his ſubjects : 
we are told, I ſay, that this ſovereign has 
actually formed a plan for the eſtabliſh- 

ment of tyranny over all his dominions! 
In the next place, we are hereby in- 
formed, that both houſes of parliament 
are ready to make a ſurrender, not only 
of their own, and thoſe of their poſ- 
terity, 


FW 

terity, but of the univerſal liberties and 
franchiſes of all their fellow-ſubjeQs, to 
the ſame illuſtrious monarch ! It would 
be eaſy to ſhew, that, ſince the acceſſion 
of his preſent majeſty, ſuch important 
acts have been paſſed by the legiſlature 
in favour of public freedom, as will 
tranſmit to lateſt ages the memory of 
the preſent reign, with a luſtre hardly to 
be paralleled in the whole preceding an- 
nals of England. | 

In the laſt place, we are hereby given 
to underſtand, that a nation, whoſe pe- 
culiar and glorious diſtinction has ever 
been an ardent love of liberty, in defence 
of which her blood and treaſure have 
been laviſhed in almoſt every quarter of 
the globe ; that this nation, in an age, 
too, particularly characteriſed by a zeal 
for freedom; that this generous and high- 
ſpirited nation ſhall not only tamely be- 
hold the yoke of bondage impoſed on her 
American fellow · ſubjects, but ſhall her- 
ſelf, OY all her indignant ſcorn of paſ- 


five 


( 30 


five obedience, ignobly ſubmit to be 


fettered with the chains of arbitrary 
power! 

Such are the aſſertions of the continental 
congreſs, thoſe profound and perſpicacious 


politicians, who, in fact, ſeem to be at 


war with reaſon, common ſenſe, and the 
experience of mankind, as well as with 
the government of their country. They 
pretend to extraordinary penetration into 
diſtant and viſionary contingencies, while, 
with reſpect to immediate events, and 
thoſe on which the ſucceſs of their en- 
terprize entirely depended, they prove the 
dupes of their own credulity. That this 
has already been the caſe in Britain, I 
ſhall evinee by a few conſiderations; and 
that their miſapprehenſions will be ſoon 


exemplified in America likewiſe, is a 
matter that admits of little doubt. 


The firſt and principal object on which 
the Americans reſted their hope, was a 


ſuppoſed timidity of adminiſtration, from 


which they expected a ready compliance 
with 
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with their humour. It muſt be acknow- 

ledged that the hiſtory of preceding years 

afforded too much ground for this pre- 
ſumption : but happy has it been for the 
nation, and perhaps for America herſelf, 
that the reins of government were in the 
hands of a miniſter reſpectable for his 
abilities and popular by his integrity, 
who had both the virtue and reſolution 
to purſue ſuch meaſures as were moſt con- 
ducive to the general intereſt of the em- 
pire, in oppoſition to every ſuggeſtion of 
private caſe and ſecurity, the menacing 
clamour of the colonies, or the ſecret ca- 
bals, the united repugnancy, and the 
unremitting invectives of domeſtic faction; 
a conduct which muſt for ever endear 
his name to all true lovers of their 
country. 

The next object expected by the Ame- 
ricans to operate in their favour, was the 
commercial intereſt of the nation, which 
they judged would be greatly affected by 
an interruption of trade between the two 
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countries ; and this was an event which 
lay in their own power without violating 


the penal laws of the ſtate. It would be 


abſard to ſuppoſe that our commerce 
does not materially ſuffer by the preſent 
unfortunate conteſt; yet it certainly is 
not injured in ſuch a degree as might be 
apprehended, even by perſons of greater 
ſagacity than the delegates of the conti- 
nental congreſs: and it is much to the 
honour of thoſe who are real ſufferers on 
this account, that they ſubmit without 
murmuring, to a temporary loſs, for the 
general intereſt of the empire. Our ma- 
nufactures never were known to be in ſo 
flouriſhing a condition as at this time; 
owing not only to their being now af- 
forded at a cheaper rate than formerly; 
by improvements in mechaniſm; internal 
navigation, and other circumſtances, but 
likewiſe by improvements in elegance. 


Our woollen cloths, Mancheſter velvets, 


hard-ware, pottery-work, and other fa- 


bricated commodities, are univerſally in 


the 
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the higheſt eſtimation. Nay, I am in- 
formed that we export, of the laſt men- 


tioned manufacture, to various parts even 


of Germany, where it is admitted to 
rival that of Dreſden. The nail-manu- 
facture is, I believe, the chief branch 
that is much affected by the interruption 
of American commerce. The people of 
Norwich indeed have complained of ſuf- 
fering greatly from that event; but it is 
with pleaſure I embrace the opportunity 
of undeceiving the public in reſpe& to 
this allegation, That the Norwich ma- 
nufacture is declined, I do not deny, 
and I ſincerely regret the misfortune ; 
but the real cauſe of the declenſion is, 
that the Mancheſter ſtuffs are now ge- 
nerally preferred ; as being not only 
lower in price, but likewiſe regarded as 
more elegant. The trade of Norwich, 
therefore, would probably have been e- 
qually affected, though there had happened 


no interruption of commerce with our co- 
lonies in America. 
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The other quarter from whence the 
coloniſts looked for ſupport to their pre- 
tenſions was no leſs than the concurrence 
of the nation; for the attainment of 
which they have practiſed upon the 
judgment, and addreſſed the paſſions of 
the people, by all the arguments and 
artful inſinuations, abetted by the ene- 
mies to government, which could be 
conveyed through the channel of the preſs. 
By theſe means, and the diſlatisfaQtion 
expected to be produced on account of 
the interruption of commerce, they hoped 
that ſuch a general clamour would be ex- 
cited, as could not fail to terminate in 
an entire revolution of public meaſures, 
At this great criſis, my Lords and Gen- 
tlemen, you have, by your unſhaken 
loyalty, good ſenſe, and adherence to 
the intereſt of the conſtitution, had the 
honour of preſerving the Britiſh name 
irom indignity in every nation of Eu- 
rope. Your abhorrence of the American 
rebellion, declared in ſuch explicit and 
manly 
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manly terms, with the generous tender 
of your utmoſt aſſiſtance towards its 
ſuppreſſion, will undoubtedly be pro- 
ductive of happy effects. It will give 
ſtability to his majeſty's councils, animate 
adminiſttation, diſcountenance the ſpirit 
of faction ſo pernicious to the operations 
of government, and prove, I hope, to 
the coloniſts, the means of diſpelling 
the fatal illuſion which they have hi- 
therto entertained. 

In conſequence of the diſappointment 
in thoſe ſeveral important views, it 
might be expected that the Americans 
would now entirely abandon their enter- 
prize: and this, I am confident, would 
be the caſe, were it not for the following 
reaſons ; namely, that the multitude con- 
tinue to be deluded with the groſſeſt 
miſrepreſentations of the ſtate of the 
Britiſh government; and that while our 
troops act only on the defenſive, and the 
rebellion is abetted (I will not ſoften the 

term) by the members of oppoſition, 
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even their demagogues ſtill entertain hope 


of a favourable iſſue of their cauſe. 
Let but the voice of faction ceaſe to be 


heard in the ſenate ; let our news-papers 
tecm no more with ſeditious falfehoods and 
petulant ſcurrility, to the diſgrace of the 
national public ſpirit ; and let a formidable 
force, ſuch as we are told is intended, 
be ſent to America, the violence of the 
coloniſts will in all probability be ſoon 
diſhpated. Although they have hitherto 
treated with haughtineſs the proffer of 
an accommodation ; though their ground- 
leſs pretenſions have been repeatedly 
diſproved, and their arguments refuted, 
without any effect; yet the moſt ſalu- 
tary conſequences may be expeRted from 
vigorous meaſures of government; and 
it 1s certain that humanity, as well as 
the juſtice and dignity of the nation, 
calls aloud for the proſecution of ſuch. Let 
us therefore unanimouſly join, not only in 
vindicating the ſupremacy of the legiſla- 
ture, on which the very exiſtence of govern- 

ment 
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ment immediately depends, but in main= 
taining the freedom and preſerving the 
poſſeſſion of the American provinces ; 
and I might add, in avenging the moſt 
atrocious violation of the laws that ever 
was attempted within the dominions of the 
Britiſh crown, Let us unite in reſcuing 
from the horrors of anarchy the yet faith- 
ful part of our fellow- ſubjects; and if the 
inſurgents ſhall of neceſſity be ſacrificed 
to their own invincible deluſion, let us 
in mercy ſave their poſterity from the 
deſpotiſm into which they otherwiſe 
muſt fall. That our earneſt endeavours 
for obtaining theſe ends may be proſ- 


pered by the Almighty, is the fervent 
prayer of, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient 


Humble ſervant 
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